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Summary:

In reading and understanding the contents of this report it should be remembered that no tree can be deemed risk free.
As with all things in the natural environment, they are subject to unpredictable forces such as extreme weather, effects of
disease and human influence upon them. We investigate every obvious and available facet of the structure of the tree and
its surroundings, in reaching a conclusion as to a level of risk.

Where applicable, these conclusions and recommendations seek to reduce the risk to a level as low as reasonably practical,
given the location of the tree, the site use, the owner’s acceptance of the level of risk and the perception of its value to the
environment.
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1.0 SCOPE OF REPORT
1.1 Survey Brief

To inspect eleven (11) trees within the Parish Council managed open space along Wyebank Road, Chepstow,
and assess their condition; to describe their features; to make suitable management recommendations and to
create a pro-active management plan in accordance with current Arboricultural best practice and tree health
care techniques.

The tree survey was conducted in accordance with the guiding principles of a Level 2* inspection.

This report should be read as an addendum to Bartlett Consulting report GD.170128.R.sh dated August 2017.
1.2 Background

A survey of the trees within the Parish Council managed open space of Wyebank Road was undertaken by
Bartlett Consulting in August 2017. The 2017 survey stopped short of the open space which contains the elven
trees surveyed in 2019 as ownership and responsibility of these trees was not confirmed at the time.

Following investigations from Tidenham Parish Council through Land Registry, Tidenham Parish Council
contacted Bartlett Consulting in June 2019 to instruct a further tree survey of the remaining trees as
responsibility was confirmed.

1.3 Report Methodology and Limitations

This report is restricted to those eleven trees shown on the attached Tree Location Plan and described in the
tree survey schedule. The statements, findings and recommendations made within the report do not take into
account any effects of extreme climate and weather incidences, vandalism, changes in the natural and built
environment around the trees after the date of this report nor any damage whether physical, chemical or
otherwise.

Bartlett Consulting cannot accept any liability in connection with the above factors or where recommended
tree management is not carried out in accordance with modern tree health care techniques, within the
timelines proposed.

The trees were not climbed at the time of the tree survey. Tree dimensions were recorded using hand tools
such as a diameter tape, a laser range finder, and a measuring tape when access was possible. A “sounding
hammer” and binoculars, as well as a depth probe and other tools were used to assess trees in more detail
where necessary. Species identification as well as age range and vigour were recorded within the tree details.

All tree information and data was captured using Pear Technology tree management software; the trees were
plotted using GPS on an Ordnance Survey base map, using a Trimble Geo 7X hand-held unit. This combination
of technology has resulted in the production of the Tree Location Plan found at the end of this report. The tree
dimensions are accurate as captured on the day.

Due to the location of the trees along a cliff top, as well as in an unmanaged piece of open space, access to all
of the trees was not possible and a full visual tree assessment could not be completed. These trees are
highlighted in the Survey Schedule at the end of the report. All observations for these trees were recorded and
assessed as best as possible given the site and survey limitations.

The eleven trees subject to the 2019 survey were not tagged but given an alphabetical suffix
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1.0 SCOPE OF REPORT (continued...)
1.3 Report Methodology and Limitations (continued...)
* Levels of Tree Assessment

Level 1 Limited Visual Assessment: A visual assessment of an individual tree or a population of trees near a
specified target, conducted from a specific perspective, in order to identify certain obvious defects or specified
conditions. Observations are made from ground level and the tree is not climbed.

Level 2 Basic Assessment: A detailed visual inspection and assessment of a tree and the surrounding site.
The basic assessment requires the tree risk assessor to walk completely around the tree. Tree dimensions are
recorded using hand tools such as a diameter tape, laser range finder and a measuring tape. Further
information is gathered using a “sounding hammer”, binoculars and other tools, such as a depth probe.

Level 3 Advanced Assessment: An advanced assessment is performed to provide detailed information about
specific tree parts, defects, targets or site conditions. Methods of advanced assessment can include climbing
inspections, decay detection, root excavations, lean monitoring and pull tests.

Itis important to understand that as trees are living and dynamic organismes, it is not possible to maintain them
totally free of risk. Some level of risk must be accepted in order to experience the full range of benefits that
trees provide. As such, we reference the recently published document by the National Tree Safety Group
(NTSG): Common Sense Risk Management of trees (Forestry Commission 2011). This document provides
guidance on trees and public safety in the UK for owners, managers and advisors.
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2.0 TREE PRESERVATION ORDER & CONSERVATION AREA PROTECTION STATUS

Town & Country Planning Act (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012 and the Town & Country Planning
Act 1990 (as amended) provide legislative protection for trees within England.

A tree protection status check was conducted by Bartlett Consulting on 22" August 2019 through the Forest
of Dean District Council interactive mapping website: http://maps.glosdistricts.org/map/

2.1 Tree Preservation Order (TPO) Status

None of the trees subject of this report are covered by a TPO.
2.2 Conservation Area (CA) Status

Wyebank Road is not within a designated CA.

23 Tree Management Implications

The recommended Arboricultural operations can be undertaken without the prior written notification or
application to, or written consent of, Forest of Dean District Council.

" Forest of Dean [
&q=d — DISTRICTCOUNCIL —  [EFROHEY Selsealin

Location: [57 WYEBANK ROAD TUTSHILL CHEPSTOW NP16 7FA

To search for Tree Preservation
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click ‘Find TPO’
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Figure 1: Snipped Image from Forest of Dean District Council Showing No Tree Protection Status’
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3.0 GENERALSITE DETAILS

3.1 Weather Conditions at Time of Survey

The weather at the time of the survey was warm, sunny and still; || | | | GcNGGEEE

Figure :
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