‘ ﬁ J e must congratulate members of Tidenham Girlguiding who were selected from amongst the
thousands of hopefuls around the country to attend the Patron’s street party in the Mall in June
to celebrate the Queens 90th birthday.

The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the recently modernised and decorated Sedbury and Beachley
Village Hall this year. The face lift to the surroundings is light and airy, and the management committee
must be congratulated for their efforts in achieving the excellent results.

There were the “usual suspects” in the public gallery for the meeting. As it was, there were only 12
parishioners in attendance plus PC Asseratti and PCSO Natalie Lang.

Chairman Steve Ford questioned whether the number of residents present reflected the Council’s
performance in any way. Tt is felt that within the parish there is a feeling of apathy amongst members
of the public explaining why so few attend the annual meeting. Despite the Council consisting of only
8 councillors until recently, every scheduled meeting had been carried out, and all planned processes
achieved. Nonetheless, it would be very encouraging if the now three vacant slots on the Council could
be filled - many hands in this situation really would make the workload a bit easier.

If you feel you would like to become a councillor and have a say in what the Council does, then come
along to one of the Council’s meeting, meet the councillors, ask questions during the public consultation
item and if you feel you may have something you can bring to the table, contact the Clerk on 01594
530779, e-mail: clerk@tidenhamparishcouncil.co.uk

You may wish also to view to Council’s website at www.tidenhamparishcouncil.co.uk and look at the
many and varied items including all the latest minutes of meetings, scheduled meetings and a whole
variety of interesting information including Tidenham Parish history.
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Sedbury Rainhows

We have had a lovely year at Rainbows with eighteen
girls at present and a very long waiting list. We have
two new leaders in training, Mel and Vicky, and eighteen
Rainbows, plus Liz the leader, Elin our young leader and
Carole, Emma and Gemma who help us when needed.

Last Easter we won the Tutshill Scarecrow trail with our
Aliens love Underpants and at Christmas we won the best
children’s Christmas tree in Tidenham Church. We have
an entry in this year's Scarecrow trail and have enjoyed
making colourful fish as part of our display. We have had
lots of lovely meetings, making soup, picking up litter,
going on a scavenger hunt, making Stickmen, decorating
biscuits, pyjama parties and lots more. When we asked
the Rainbows what they would like to do next term they
asked to ‘go to Spain’, have a picnic, do some baking and
have a sleepover and a pyjama party.

We also had a sponsored event for Children in Need
and we made a card for the Queen when she became the
longest reigning monarch in the autumn and were thrilled
to have a reply from one of her Ladies in Waiting, and
had decided to make one for her 90th Birthday when we
received some very exciting news.

Tidenham District Girl-guiding won a Ballot organised
by our SW Region for their 10 tickets for the Queen's
Patron’s Lunch seated in The Mall. The tickets were for 2
each of Guiders, Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Senior
Section.

On June 12th thirty members and a few parents made
an early start to London where ten of the group were
ticket holders for the event in The Mall to celebrate Her
Majesty’s 90th Birthday.

Two Rainbows, Niamh and Layla, two Brownies, Emily
and Isla, two Guides Leah and Carrie, two Young Leaders,
Georgia and Amy plus two adult leaders Karen and Liz
were dropped off outside Girlguiding headquarters in
Buckingham Palace Road where we met up with the
other District teams representing the other Regions. We
were there as representatives of South West England an
area which encompasses all counties from Berkshire to
Cornwall and also includes the Channel Islands.

After photographs and snacks we joined a procession to
the Mall where we joined a very long queue. The drizzle
that had started as we set off soon turned to a downpour

and we were glad to be given our ponchos. After a slight
hiccup at the ID verification, the discovery of a ring
which our little Rainbow finder handed over to security
we were in.

We collected our hampers and found our table which was
just about 100 yards down from the Victoria Memorial (is
that real gold on top asked the Rainbows) and we settled
down for a wet picnic lunch. Spirits were not too high
at this point but then the first parade came and the rain
eased slightly. The Guides and Young Leaders made their
Promise in the Mall to our new Chief Guide who was on
the next table and to whom we had been chatting in HQ.

Then it stopped raining and out came the Royal Family.
We waved our flags, spoke to Prince Andrew and then
waved even more when we saw the Queen and Prince
Philip who drove past us three times.

The second parade came through, this time with more
performers and no ponchos, the girls all loved the silly
animals on bikes, the giant children and all of the bands
and dancers.

We sang Happy Birthday to our Queen and Patron then
went to find the rest of our group who had enjoyed the
festivities in St James” Park.

They had found a good position about 30m from the Big
Screen. Flags and crowns abounded. Even with macs,
ponchos and brollies those in the Park had been soaked,
some even drenched, during the day but they had laughed
it off, waved their flags and some had danced, with true
Girlguiding and British Spirit, as they watched the parade
on the screen. It had dried up about 12.45, had been warm
and the sun had come out, macs and ponchos had been
discarded and everybody dried out. They had enjoyed
their own picnic hampers and a few had included some
M&S Patrons Lunch Food, bought in the local M&S or in
the Park. Some Brownies had gathered up some flags to
adorn themselves and did their own parade.

We all arrived home very tired but aware that we had
been part of something special, which T am sure all of
our young members will remember all their lives - as will
we the leaders. We would like to thank Tidenham Parish
Council for their support in helping us with the cost of
this trip, our badge for the event and for the party we held
for all of those who were unable to join us in London.



Useful
Numbers

Chepstow Citizens Advice Bureau - 01291 623437
Samaritans - 116 123
Gloucestershire County Council - Main Switchboard - 01452 425000
County Councillor - Mr Patrick Molyneux 01594 529174
Streetlights (Free-phone) - 08000 514514
Police (All non-emergency) - 101
Crime stoppers - 0800555111
Bogus Caller Helpline - 0800 100 0777
Doctors Surgery - Beachley Road Sedbury 01291 626041
-Coleford Road Tutshill 01291 637910
NHS (Non emergency) - 111
Sedbury Pharmacy - 01291 622532
Revd Dayvid Treharne - 01291 760034
Pastor Chris Reese - Stroat Evangelical Church 01594 529209
Trading Standards Helpline 01452 426200
Education Helpline 01452 425300
Environmental helpline 01452 425500
Forest of Dean District Council Main Switchboard - 01594 810000
Bulky Items Collection 01594 812444

Tidenham Parish Council
Contact the Clerk, Mrs. Carol Hinton on 01594 530779:

Email: clerk@tidenhamparishcouncil.co.uk or visit our website: www.tidenhamparishcouncil.co.uk

he Parish Council welcomes contributions to the Newsletter from

individuals and organisations which may be published subject to
necessary editing. The information published does not necessarily reflect
the views of the Council or individual Councillors, but will hopefully
provide topics for discussion.




